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Welcome Letter from the President

Dearest Future Life Designers,

The seeds of success in any field include the following components: Imagination, Inspiration, Creation, and Transformation.

Congratulations on your decision to seek a life career of creativity and achievement in the rewarding, yet challenging world of De sign. | believe that
a commitment to a higher education reflects a commitment to a higher purpose.

When in doubt or at a crossroads in my life, | have always turned to my faith in a higher power to find the wisdom to choose the right life path.
I went t hrough such challenging time at the beginning of my career as a Fashion Designer. Upon graduation with a degree in fashion, | found myself
with neither the practical training needed, nor the support necessary to secure a promising position in the fashion i ndustry. It took me several years

of higher education and a succession of unrewarding positions, to become a successful designer.
Through this long and difficult journey, | learned what it takes to be a life -long expert professional in the Fashion Industry.

Now that | have realized my primary goal and had the opportunity for many years to prepare future successful designers, | set mission to share with
you my vision of fashion education and business in order to ease your path to success.

Through your journey at Academy of Couture Art, you will find, not only the opportunity to acquire the skills and knowledge necessary for a fres hly
graduated professional to be recognized as exceptional, but also to translate rapidly your creativity, talent and dedication into a successful career.
Be assured that we are not only committed to guide you during your preparation at ACA, and your firs t steps in the industry, but also for your entire

career development in the professional world.
Your success is our success.

With care,

Sonia Eté
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Assets

Academy of Couture Art was founded as a higher institution of
learning to teach the principles and techniques of fashion that go
above and beyond those ordinarily taught in the United States, by
providing instruction combining European Haute Couture and
American fashions. Unique to American fashion education, ACA
teaches Pattern Design and Fashion Design separately with faculty
educated in Fr ench Couture tradition.

Located at the heart of one of the Fashion and Entertainment centers

of the World, in the prestigious Pacific Design Center in West
Hollywood, the Academy of Couture Art offers innovative,
challenging, and flexible fashion educatio n programs that prepare a
diverse student population for professional excellence in design,
fashion, and business.

Institutional Vision

To provide an education of excellence that transforms unique
creators into life-long professionals who design the world with the
essence of Haute Couture.

Mission Statement

Academy of Couture Art has set mission  to serve employers, and their
communities by preparing a diverse and qualified s  tudent population
to become responsible professionals committed to lifelong learning

and equipped with  a firm academic foundation and career -specific
competencies.

Academy of Couture Art offers innovative, challenging, and flexible
fashion education progr ams to enrich the community through
creations that raise the level of originality, aesthetic, quality,
intelligence and sophistication.

To achieve this goal, Academy of Couture Art follows, conveys, and
promotes the essence, principles, and concept of Hau te Couture
translated by the research of Beauty, Harmony, Elegance, Perfection,

and Uniqueness.

The market place is becoming more diversified, specific, personalized,
and fostering micro -markets that target individually clients with a
growing need for pro  ducts fitting better their unique personality.

Academy of Couture Art responds to this demand by preparing
exceptionally talented individuals to become highly specialized
experts and life -long enterprising professionals, who are capable of
critical thinki ng, problem solving, market analysis, and the business
acumen to serve not only companies, at any level of their industry,

but also to create their own brand, and develop the niche market

that fits perfectly their unique creativity.

Academy of Couture Art nurtures professionals with hands -on,
student -centered programs and innovative teaching techniques
focusing on student learning outcomes that develop confidence,

sense of belonging and purpose.

As the result, Academy of Couture Art constitutes a family of artists,
designers, creators and leaders empowering each other, and
dedicated to bring  quality, values and prosperity to the community.

Values

SEED: We believe that everyone is a seed with a unique purpose that
reveals itself through passion and dreams. When listened to and
followed, they make us a messenger on a mission, who travels an
amazing journey leading to a fulfilling life of achievement.

PLANT: Since a seed needs fertile soil to grow into a beautiful tree
bearing exceptional fruits, we are proud to offer a rich nurturing
environment that fosters innovation, imagination and exciting
discoveries that transform this uniqueness into a life passion.
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TREE: If passion is the energy and motivation that leads to creativity,
we encourage professionalism, commitment, accountability and
dedication as the solid roots for this creativity to become reality.

FLOWERS: We praise ethic, loyalty, honesty, integrity, generosity,
gentleness, compassion, wisdom, and respect, a s the beautiful values
and qualities necessary to interact, attract fruitful partnerships and
develop the key element of success: REPUTATION.

FRUITS: We honor the noble positive and constructive attitude of
serving others to fill the needs of the communi ty, and contributing to
its happiness while being rewarded with pride, self -esteem, sense of
belonging and deserved recognition.

SEEDS: Above all, we recommend seeking the ultimate satisfaction of
planting the seeds for the future, bringing innovative  solutions to the
world, and building your legacy which translates into a deep feeling

of mission accomplished.

SEED- PLANT- TREE FLOWERS FRUITS SEES

Goal

The ultimate goal of ACA is to be recognized as the reputable source
of choice for employers of the fashion industry who search for
exceptional professionals.

Objectives

In order to achieve its goal, Academy of Couture Art is committed to
attain the following objective  s:

1. To provide student -centered curriculum and instruction focused
on developing relevant skills, knowledge, and experience in
accordance with current market reality by:

1 Developing career programs that specialize students
to the specific needs of the industry;

2.

3.

Encouraging and monitor ing uniqueness and
creativity as necessary for original and attractive

production; and

Assessing student academic progress and learning

out comes.

To support effective teaching and learning through appropriate
facilities, equipment, and faculty services

1
1

To support and advance

1
1

by :

Providing faculty development consistent with new
curriculum, materials and best practices;
Providing hardware and courseware to support and

facilitate instruction;

Developing and maintaining facilities and services
appropriate to a population of students from diverse

backgrounds; and

Striving to promote a culture of teaching. ACA
actively pur sues teaching as a core institutional value
and promotes a positive culture of teaching. Such an
optimal teaching culture would include supportive
institutional policies; opportunities for instruction in
pedagogy; ongoing formative and summative
evaluation of teaching methods and teaching
programs; assessment of student learning; and a

coherent infrastructure that

supports teaching,

encourages ACAds bel i ef i
builds community through collaboration.

student ret ention by:

Monitoring indicators of academic performance

related to retention;

Providing a teaching methodology that is practical,
participative, relevant to the career prepared, keep
the level of interest and encourage creativity,
independent learning,  and critical thinking skills;
Providing counseling to keep students focused in
attaining their professional goals; and

Providing opportunities for

students to develop

leadership, communication, teamwork skills and to

teach to the community.
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4. To support and advance
satisfaction by:

student placement and graduate

1 Providing placement assistance that match the
unique talents and skills of the graduate with the right
employer;

i  Offering tools and events that give employers access
to future graduate s portfolios and performances; and

1 Surveying current and former students.

5. To provide activities that support and advance employer
satisfaction by:
1
1 Providing to future  employers specialized
professiona Is immediately operational;
1  Providing continuing education opportunities to stay
on top of the market;
1 Raising the financial and ethical responsibilities and
accountability of the future professionals; and
I Conducting outreach to and obtaining feedback
from actual and local potential employers.

History of Academy of Couture Art

To address a growing global need for specialization in fashion
education, Sonia Eté founded Academy of Couture Art in 2005.

Prior to its establishment, Academy of Couture Art, under the name
ESAM (Ecole Supérieure des Arts de la Mode ), served 10 years in the
U.S. as a preparatory course for ESMOD International Fashion
University Group and Studio Bergot in Paris.

The mission of ESAM was to prepare undergraduate American
designers to be considered for direct admission to the third year level

of these two schools of Haute Couture in Paris. During this one -year
intensive preparatory program, candidates rigorously studied the
techniques taught i n Paris during the first two years of the affiliate
schools degree programs, along with the French language and the
metric system.

Soliciting the input of the

The appeal for American candidates was to benefit from the
European fashion education that trained specifically to industry
professions. In Europe as in the worldwide fashion industry, a fashion
designer is a stylist specialized only in the art of illustration. Likewise, a
pattern designer is a modelist specialized only in the art of tailoring,
pattern making, and draping. Ther efore, students of ESAM trained
heavily in French techniques accordingly to their career goals and
prepared the necessary requirements for admissions such as a
portfolio or garments. For final review, students interviewed in Paris
and, upon acceptance, had the unique opportunity to proceed with
upper level studies.

ESAM was about to become ESMOD USA until the new owner of

s c BSMOD Bternattodal desided tp cHarge thel European tradition of

teaching fashion design and pattern making separately and create a
combi ned program like in the US.

Sonia Eté, having found herself limited through her own experience of
the inadequate, generalized, and combined fashion and pattern
American education, abandoned the will to bring ESMOD to the US.

Instead, she decided to creat e Academy of Couture Art, the leading
American fashion school teaching Fashion Design and Pattern Design
separately, and respond to the needs of the fashion industry for
professionalism in the very distinctive careers of Fashion Designer and
Pattern Design er (Tailoring and Pattern Making). As in the industry,
Fashion Design and Pattern Design students collaborate to prepare
fashion shows.

By the creation of this unique highly specialized design school in the
U.S, Sonia Eté, also motivated by the souvenir o f her long, costly, and
difficult journey around the world to achieve higher fashion
education, wanted to address the concern of preparing future
professionals with the highest level of expertise, and practical
professional mindset, while reducing time and monies invested.

Academy of Couture Art provides thorough hands -on education so
that AA degree graduates are immediately operational and require

very little on the job training. Academy of Couture Art also nurtures
vision-driven and personalized creative design, life -long trend and
cycle forecasting, and high  -end business focus so that BA/BS degree
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graduates are confident to launch their own line and serve the
highest clientele.

Academy of Couture Art fosters strong design identities and creative

uniquen ess that best serves their particular marketplace. Our
electronic portfolio explores design individuality with 360 -degree
regular feedbacks, offers a databank resource for graduates to
continually access exclusive ACA academic materials, and reveals

talents to the industry with students?d
quarters for highly effective industry recruiting.

With the latest technological developments and cutting
techniques, Academy of Couture Art is at the forefront of fashion
education to revolutionize the fashion industry and to inspire creativity
and design excellence in the community.

-edge

Campus Area

The Academy of Couture Art, an innovative fashion institute, is
located at the crossroads of fashion and entertainment in Southern
California: the Green Building of the award winning Pacific Design
Center on Mel rose Avenue, ot he fashi
Hollywood, at the limit of Bever ly Hills.

on

Designed by the Architect Cesar PELLI, the  Pacific Design Center is
t he We s t Coastds | argest resource
contemporary Interior Architecture.

Pacific Design Center also serves the needs of the design,
entertainment and arts communities by providing dramatic public

and private spaces for screenings, exhibitions, lectures, meetings,
special events and receptions.

The MOCA (Museum of Contemporary Art) Gallery, part of the Pacific
Design Center and designed by PELLI, offers various exhibitions
focusing on Architecture, Design and Art.

Pacific Design Center features also, the SilverScreen, a 380 -seat
Theatre, the 200 -seat Conference Center, the 150 -seat amphitheater,
the Plaza and other public exhibition areas that are used on a regular

basis for corporate and charity event s such as screenings, lectures,
fashion shows, trade shows, parties and festivals.

The PDC host two full -service restaurants, Red Seven and WP
Restaurant, operated by world renowned chef and restaurateur
Wolfgang Puck, as well as an outdoor Coffee Shop, t he Design Café.

The Pacific Design Center is conveniently located just in front of the
b ePsiltic Library af thecCitysof Weét Hdllywaod. r ac ade mi ¢

The campus is at short distance from one of the world's mos t elegant
shopping avenues, Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills, which packs in
enough glitz to qualify it as one of the most glamorous and expensive
shopping stretches in the world. The Iuminaries of style are all
represented, including Chanel, Valentino, Gucci, Versace, Dior,
Cartier, Louis Vuiton, Prada, Escada, Tiffany, Van Cleef and Arpels,
Bottega Veneta, Armani, Bally, Ralph Lauren, among others. Nearby

are fashion temples for the rich and famous; comfortable and
luxurious department stores, like Neiman Mar  cus, Saks 5th Avenue or
Barneys New York, which offer an unforgettable shopping experience
alongside celebrities.

rom art galleries to archjtectural tours to the Myseum of Television &
S Ee{di%,eséverl? Hills 14 aIsL !Eo%e t& dnt Iar%l cuRuLte arr%/ fhe §cene of a
great variety of events, festivals and prestigious ceremonies like the
Oscar s, the Emmy Award and the

for t he finest traditional and

Instructional Facilities

Academy of Couture Art is conveniently located in the Pacific Design
Center , at 8687 Melrose Ave, green Building 520, West Hollywood, CA
90069. The facility has been designed and organized as a Paris
Couture House to stimulate creativity, passion and professionalism.

Classrooms have been dedicated to their specific functions. Pattern
Design, Fashion Design, PC Lab for Digital Pattern, Mac Lab for Digital
Design, Lectures Rooms, all have been prepared to welcome small
intimate classes to foster exemplary Learning Outc omes. Computer
network and wireless internet access are available to ACA
community.

ASSETSD
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Library Hours of Operations

ACA maintains a Library with relevant books, periodicals, software Office and School Hours: 8:30 am. 6 7:00 p.m., Monday -Friday
tutorials and other pertinent publications to enhance the ac ademic 10:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m., Saturday
journey at ACA. Unreserved books may be checked out overnight

with the approval of the Student Services Director. Reserved and

reference books may not be removed from the Library. ACA Administrative Address
. . Academy of Couture Art
State Licensing 8687 Melrose Ave, Green Building 520
West Hollywood, CA 90069
Academy of Couture Art is a private in stitution that received an Tel. 310 360 8888
approval to operate by the California Bureau for Private Post - Tel. 310 360 8889
secondary and Vocational Education (BPPVE)in June 26, 2006 . Fax 310 967 8888

www.acawh.com
"Approval" or "approval to operate" means that the Bureau has
determined and ¢ ertified that an institution meets minimum standards
established by the Bureau for integrity, financial stability, and
educational quality, including the offering of bona fide instruction by
qualified faculty and the appropriate assessment of students'
ach ievement prior to, during, and at the end of its program.

Any questions a student may have regarding this catalog that have
not been satisfactorily answered by the institution may be directed to:

Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education
P.O. Box 980818

West Sacramento, CA 95798 -0818
Phone: (916) 574 -7720

Toll Free: (888) 370-7589

Web site: www.bppe.ca.gov

E-mail: bppve@dca.ca.gov

SEVPCertification

Academy of Couture Art is approved to participate to the Student
and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) and is currently authorized by

the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) under Federal law to
enroll academic and language nonimmigrant s tudents with an F -1
Visa.
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Disclosures

As a prospective student, you are encouraged to review this catalog

prior to signing an enrollment agreement. You are also encouraged

to review the School Performance Fact Sheet, which m ust be
provided to you prior to signing an enroliment agreement.

While ACA will make every effort to offer the courses as listed in the
catalog, ACA reserves the right to:

1 Cancel any class because minimum enrollment has not been
met.

1 Change professor.

1 Change the time and/or place of any course.

Also, Academy of Couture Art reserves the right to make program

changes and/or adjustments including curriculum, equipment,

teaching materials and books necessary to remain current with

industry standards a nd advancements in technology.

All students currently enrolled at ACA are required to abide by the
academic and institutional policies written in the most current ACA
catalog.

Any changes in tuition will not affect those students already enrolled.
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Admissions

Academy of Couture Art is a private institution that prepares students
for careers in the creative design and fashion industries.

Demonstrated talent, academic accomplishments, and other
achievements that indicate success on a college level are factors
that the Admissions Committee considers when evaluating
applications.

Overall grade point average is considered when evaluating tr ansfer
applications.

Admission Requirements

Academy of Couture Art applicants may be admitted provided they
can demonstrate they  have either of the following

1 A high school diploma (this can be from a foreign school if it is
equivalent to a U.S. high school diploma);

1 The recognized equivalent  of a high school diploma, such as
a general education development or GED certificate; or

1 Completed h omeschooling at the secondary level;

In case of a high school graduation under the compulsory age of
school attendance (18), a  parent, legal guardian or spouse of legal
age is required to co -sign the enrollment agreement.

Applicants for the Creative Fashion or Pattern Design Laboratory
Certificate Programs should also provide proof of a recognized
degree in fashion, and professional experience in design or pattern
making.

Applicants for the Professional Fashion or Pattern Design Laboratory
Certificate Programs should also provide proof of at least 5 years work
experience or ownership in a related field.

Admission Procedures

You can request an Application Form from an admissions
representative or you can apply online a t:

www.acawh.com/admission/application.html

Your completed Application Package
than:

should be postmarked no later

Quarter Enrollment Due Date

Spring 2010 Quarter
Summer 2010 Quarter
Fall 2010 Quarter
Winter 2011 Quarter

January 11 , 2010
April 12, 2010
July 12, 2010
October 11 , 2010

A 40.00 USD non-refundable application fee ( 10.00 USD for veterans)
must accompany your completed application form (please see the
refund policy for further details).

Submit a one -page essay focusing on your vision and mission
statements. It is important to focus on your current passion in life, what
makes you unique, what you would love to bring professionally to the
community, what you plan to change, and how you envision doing it
successfully.

The Portfolio is requested only to assess what you love and not your
technical skills. Only digitalized portfolio will be considered.
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It should contain a mood board of all th e subjects that inspire you,
and sketches that you would love to see realized. If you do not have
any art work, please provide pictures of what you consider are the
best products of the industry corresponding to your major.

You must send your Portfolio b y email to your admission
representative.

All official transcripts must be sent sealed, directly from the institution
issuing the credentials, to:

Academy of Couture Art

Office of the Registrar

8687 Melrose Ave, Suite G520
West Hollywood, Ca 90069

For secondary education transcripts, send one of the following:

1 an official sealed transcript from your high school showing
evidence of graduation

1 acopy of your high school diploma

1 a General Educational Devel opment (GED) Certificate

1 a high school equivalency certificate such as the California
High School Proficiency Examination (CHSPE)

For students who have earned an associ

an accredited institution recognized by the US Department of
Education or at a foreign institution recognized by the federal
government of that nation: in lieu of submitting any of the above
documents you may submit a transcript from your college showing
evidence of graduation.

Home -schooled applicants shall su bmit documentation that outlines
the curriculum studied. This may be in the form of course syllabi or
transcript from a recognized home -schooling agency. If
documentation is not possible, GED or CHSPE scores must be
submitted.

Students wishing to transfer credits, please see the Transfer of Credit
Policy.

Meet with an admissions representative (more than one meeting may
occur) and receive a tour of the school.

Schedule a time with an admissions representative to participate in

an entrance interview and take the 12 minutes Wonderlic Scholastic

Level Exam that measure basic learning and problem -solving
aptitude.

I f you have earned a bachelords degree

by an agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education or if
you have earned a degree at a foreign institution, recognized by the
federal government of that nation, you may be exempt from taking
the Wonderlic Scholastic Level Exam; please contact an admissions
representative for further information.

Those applicants that have completed either the SAT (Reading:
minimum 470; Math: minimum 440; Writing: minimum 480) or ACT
(Composite Score: minimum 20) exams may submit official test scores

in lieu of completing the Wonderlic Scholastic Level Exam (Score:
minimum 16) .

The entrance interview and a passing test score are required for
admittance to the College.

ateds or bachelorf6s degree at

For English as a second language applicants, the TOEFL/IELTS score
will be considered in lieu of the Wonderlic Scholastic Level Exam
score.

Calculators are not permitted when taking the Wonderlic Scholastic
Level Exam.

Acceptance Notification

After review by the ACA Admissions Committee, a representative will
notify you if you are accepted to Academy of Couture Art. You must
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then complete the enrollment agreement and all required enroliment
forms.

An acceptance at ACA is valid
acceptance.

for one year from the date of

Maximum Transfer of Credit

Maximum transfer credits cannot exceed 45% of the en
credits hours needed for graduation from Academy Couture Art:

tire quarter

1 1 year certificate p rogram: 45% of 48 quarter credits hours
21.60 transfer credits .

1 2 year degree program (A.A.): 45% of 96  quarter credits hours
= 43.20 transfer credits ;

1 4 year degree program (B.A./B.S.): 45% of 192  quarter credits
hours = 86.4 transfer credits .

Refer to the Credit Transfer Policy in the Academics section.

Articulation Agreements

Academy of Couture Art participates in an articulation agreement
with the following institutions recognized by the US Department of
Educa tion, to facilitate mutual credit evaluation:

1  Aspen University ( www.aspen.edu )

1 New Technology Training Institute ( www.newtechtrain.com )

1 Career College Consultants, Inc. ( www.sticcc.com )

New Student Orientation

Participation in New Student Orientation is required.

Students unable to attend orientation must notify the admissions
department prior to the scheduled orientation date to make
alternate arrangements. Consult the academic calendar for
orientation dates.

Additional Requirements for International Students

You do not need to have any documents sent from your international
institution to Academy of Couture Art.

Foreign-educated applicants must present an evaluation of all
required academic documents compiled by an independent
academic credential evaluation provider.

Academy of Couture Art requires that all applicants use Academic
Credentials Evaluation Institute (ACEI), a member ofthe Association of
International Credential Evaluators, Inc. (AICE)

Academic Credentials Evaluation Institute
P.O. Box 6908

Beverly Hills

CA 90212

USA

Phone: (310) 275-3530

Fax: (310) 275-3528

email: acei@aceil.com

www.aceil.com

Send your documents directly to ACElI , and do not forget to request  a
copy of your evaluation to be sentto ACA

For High School diploma evaluation, please request the
of your credentials.

Basic Report

For Higher education transcripts evaluation, you must request the
Comprehensive Report of your credentials.
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International applicants whose primary language is not English must
have sufficient command of English to benefit from instruction at
ACA. To demonstrate this proficiency, all applicants from countries
where English is not the primary languages, must submit the results of
the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or International
English Language Testing System (IELTS) scores.

To demonstrate sufficient English proficiency for acceptance in ACA
degree programs , applicants must obtain either:

1 A minimum TOEFL internet based score of 61 (or a paper -
based score of 500, or a computer  -based score of 173).

1 A minimum IELTS band score of 5.0 or higher.
To demonstrate sufficient English proficiency for acceptance in ACA
certificate programs focusing more on hands -on learning than

academic learning, applic  ants must obtain either:

1 A minimum TOEFL internet based score of 53 (or a paper -
based score of 477, or computer  -based score of 153).

1 Aminimum IELTS band score of 4.5 or higher.

To demonstrate sufficient English proficiency for acceptance in ACA
Intensive English Language Program , applicants must obtain either:

1 A minimum TOEFL internet based score of 9 (or a paper -
based score of 310, or a computer  -based score of 33).

1 Aminimum IELTS band score of 1.0 or higher.

Applicants can make arrangements for the TOEFL test by writing to

TOEFUTSE Service, P.O. Box 6151, Princeton, NJ 085416151, USA.

Information is also available on the Internet at www.toefl.org

Academy of Couture Art TOEFL code is: 2916

Applicants can make arrangements for the IELTS test by consulting the
Internet at www.ielts.org .

Test scores must be sent directly

following address:

Academy of Couture Art

Office of the Registrar

8687 Melrose Ave, Suite G520
West Hollywood, Ca 90069

In addition to the other required documents for admission as an
international student, you will  need to fill out the International Student
Visa Document Request Form provided by your Admission
Representative or accessible on our website. You must fill out the form
completely; failure to do so will delay the visa process and ultimately
your enroliment in ACA.

Included in the International Visa Document Request Form:

1 Biographical Information. Please fill out completely. Must be
notarized.

1 Dependent Information. Please fill out completely, if required.
Must be notarized.

1 Declaration of Finances. All international students who apply
for an F-1 visa are required to provide evidence of adequate
financial support. Therefore, we require that all international
students and their sponsor provide evidence of the ability to
pay for tuition and cost of living e xpenses for at least one
academic year. One academic year of tuition and living
expenses for 2010 is estimated to be $50,000 (U.S. Dollars). You
must provide evidence that you have enough liquid assets to
cover at least this amount. Must be notarized.

1 Affidavit of Support for the student must be notarized and
submitted by a parent/guardian or sponsor who is willing to
vouch for financial support for the program. We will need a
current bank statement (must not be over 45 days old) and a
conversion report at tested by the bank for verification of
funds in the bank.
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